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saw the proposals, nor understand any one particular of
their scheme : What I wish for at present, is only a sufficient

and almost a bare face of nature, without new plantations of any kind,
only a few miserable cottages, at three or four miles' distance, and one
Church m the centre between this city and Drogheda. When I arrived
at this last town, the first mortifying sight was the ruins of several
churches, battered down by that usurper, Cromwell, whose fanatic zeal
made more desolation m a few days, than the piety of succeeding pre-
lates or the wealth of the town hav e, in more than sixty years, attempted
to repair.

"Perhaps the inhabitants, thiough a high strain of virtue, have, m
imitation of the Athenians, made a solemn resolution, nevei to rebuild
those sacred edifices, but rather leave them in ruins, as monuments, to
perpetuate the detestable memory of that hellish instrument of iebelhon}
desolation,, and murder For the Athenians, when Mardomus had
ravaged a great part of Greece, took a formal oath at the Isthmus, to
lose their lives rather than their liberty, to stand by their leaders to the
last, to spare the cities of such baibanans as they conquered. And
what crowned all, the conclusion of their oath was, We will never re-
pair any of the Temples, which they have bui ned and destroyed, lest
they may appear to posterity as so many monuments of these wicked
baibanans This was a glorious resolution; and I am sorry to think,
that the poverty of my countrymen will not let the world suppose, they
have acted upon such a generous principle; yet upon this occasion I
cannot but obseive, that theie is a fatality in some nations, to be fond
of those who have treated them with the least humanity. Thus I have
often heard the memory of Cromwell, who has depopulated, and almost
wholly destroyed this miserable country, celebrated like that of a saint,
and at the same time the sufferings of the ro^al martyr turned into ridi-
cule, and his murder justified even from the pulpit, and all this done
with an intent to gain favour, under a monarchy; which is a new strain
of politics that I shall not pretend to account for

"Examine all the eastern towns of Ireland, and you will trace this
horrid instrument of destruction, in defacing of Churches, and pai-
ticulaily in destroying whatevei was ornamental, either within or with-
out them. We see in the several towns a very few houses scattered
among the mins of thousands, which he laid level with their streets;
great numbers of castles, the country seats of gentlemen then m being,
still standing in rum, habitations for bats, daws, and owls, without the
least repairs or succession of othei buildings Nor have the country
churches, as far as my eye could reach, met with any better treatment
from him, nine in ten of them lying among their graves and God only
knows when they are to have a resurrection. When I passed from
Dundalk where this cursed usurper's handy work is yet visible, I cast
mine eyes around from the top of a mountain, from whence I had a
wide and a waste prospect of several venerable rums. It struck me
with a melancholy, not unlike that expressed by Cicero m one of his
letters which being much upon the like prospect, and concluding with
a very necessary reflection on the uncertainty of things in this world, I